
















Look Out, Democracies

this persecution, continue with the never-ending gratitude of the

emigrants. Thus the most intellectual city of the world could ex-

pect only barbarism when Prussian boots strode up to the monu-

ments of the Tuileries. All those who meant Germany's fame in the

world have been received by other nations as guests and refugees,

not as conquerors. The entry of the German spirit through the

Arc de Triomphe took place seven years before the entry of the

German tanks, and to much greater applause.

Yet Hitler was correct in his presentiment that the old democ-

racies had run dry. France at least will learn much from its defeat.

The French lived too carelessly, too cynically, on the brink of

a world in upheaval. Britain too did not move until May 1940, and

even then but incompletely, its governing aristocracy, together

with the Bank of England and the City, having failed to prepare

the nation. There too, after the heroic struggles of these months, a

return to the old order and diplomacy would be intolerable.

The National-Socialist Party bears its dual name rightfully, for

it is Socialist too. The rapid evolution that has led the world away

from pure capitalism for the past twenty years has been accelerated

in all countries through war economy; most of all in Germany,

which has been based on a war economy for nine years. While the

Fascist countries quickly adapted themselves to these modern up-

heavals, the wealthy continued to govern in the old way in the

two great Western democracies. It was they who made possible

Germany's rearmament, instead of crushing it. "Rather Hitler than

Blum," said more than one French industrialist, and Lord Rother-

mere proclaimed: "The steadfast young Nazis are the saviors of

Europe."
And yet, when fear of Bolshevism inspired the men of the Bank

of England and the Bank of France to the Pact of Munich, their

dreams faded. Today the promoters in Paris, Amsterdam and Buda-

pest feel themselves coerced into a system that more and more closely

resembles that of Moscow. When German and Italian capital had

already been almost entirely confiscated by the Government, the free

democracies sided with the State Socialism of the dictators. Ortho-

dox capitalism, in any event, has failed in Europe; and it is quite
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United States 0/ Europe

possible that we shall soon see Hitler in the guise of a Communist.

He is preparing the unification of Europe a union sought by
all as a confederacy rather than under the leadership of a master

race just as the best among the Germans always sought Austria's

Anschluss, but not under Hitler's guns. The unification of Europe
and the dethronement of half a dozen kings can only be useful to

Europe. Even after the fall of Napoleon none of the more than

hundred small German principalities he liquidated rose again.

Many a prophet has attained ends he never sought. Hitler, like

Columbus, will land on a continent he never sought. From the con-

quest of Europe by Hitler, the United States of Europe may very

well arise, if in the end the swastika is struck and the White Flag of

Liberty hoisted in its stead.

Neither forms nor dates can be predicted. One thing seems cer-

tain: the conquered peoples will not bend under the yoke as long as

the Germans. The second World War can end only in revolution,

just as the Russian Revolution gave the first World War its decisive

turn. In harmony with the spirit of the times, however, the forms

are likely to be social rather than national. Instead of a German

Europe Hitler will find in the end a liberal one. In decisive contrast

to the theory of 'race, the revolutions of the impending years will no

longer arise over provinces and frontiers, but over a more just re-

distribution of wealth. History will note that as one consequence of

this war the claim of every citizen to a decent livelihood became a

demand in all countries. There is no "Holy Alliance" in the offing,

as after the fall of Napoleon nor can or should any new Talley-

rand come again to power. The first thing the subjugated nations

will seek to regain more liberty than they had before the War, not

less.

Germany will be the last rather than the first the German

character, reflected in its history as here presented, guarantees that.

Not until one of the enslaved nations will have risen, not until

perhaps the first fraternization between armed German workers in

uniform and unarmed non-German workers will have dissolved an
unnatural servitude not until then is there the prospect that
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If Hitler Breaks Down

certain German circles too will rise and overthrow in civil war

the present regime to which they themselves in large part belong

today. Even if Hitler should partly win the Russian war it may bring
him corn, but no enthusiasm. Germans have often been anti-French,

never anti-Russian, not even in the World War. On entering-

Moscow the soldiers would see where Hitler's methods were taken

from; they would fraternize with the followers of a discipline so

similar to their own and might well become Communists.

The breakdown of the modern Djingiskhan is inevitable with the

help of America, but cannot be attained by invasion, only by revolts

in Europe. A powerful blockade would terrify the leaders more than

the German people who are willing to stand privations for any

length of time; they can do without money and luxury. But noth-

ing can make a more disastrous impression on the people than bomb
attacks. The German character does not react like the English in

hardening to distress and becoming stubborn. The Germans are

more nervous by nature, and their nerves have been overstrained

during the last ten years.

Armed and under command, as a soldier, the German keeps his

courage, but as a target, attacked by invisible strangers, as a civilian

without orders and superiors, he easily succumbs. He has not

seen an invasion of his country for one hundred and thirty years.

When the Anglo-Saxon blockade, revolts among the conquered

nations, and bomb attacks inside Germany will have reached a

maximum, then the generals may be ripe to get rid of their

"Fuhrer" in order to save themselves. This will be a dangerous

moment for the world, because Prussian generals are not more

trustworthy than Hitler. The victors will have to look out for the

"Unknown Prisoner" when he steps out of the barbed camp wires,

and try to make peace with him.

The idea of disarming a beaten Germany alone, as was done in

Versailles, shows incomprehension of the German character.

Since so efficient a people cannot be deprived of its rights in eco-

nomic competition, the only method of living with them will lie in

the founding of the United States of Europe, which will be much

easier to create after a second German defeat than it was after the
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A Federal Army
first. Only positive disarmament of all the nations of Europe can

insure German disarmament too, without the possibility of revenge.

There will be a Federal Army and a Federal Navy for Europe, as

the United States defense forces today are directed from Washing-
ton. Germany will then no more be able to start a war than the State

of California.

In this way alone can the poison fangs be drawn from the jaws of

the Germans, can the great gifts of their spirit be given their

rightful place in world culture, without fear of further outbursts.
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T-L ODAY, of an autumn evening, an old man stands on
the terrace of Heidelberg Castle, looking down into the valley.

Behind him the red ruins loom into the dusk, symbols of German
architecture, destroyed by a French conqueror, overgrown since

then by three hundred years of dark-green ivy, and now a prom-
ontory of German romanticism. The history of the struggles be-

tween Germany and France looms in this symbol, set against Ger-

many's loveliest spot.

The old man with the domed brow, a philosopher and musician

like the best Germans, looks thoughtfully down to the river at his

feet, its waters rushing serenely toward the three stone arches of

the Old Bridge. It is the River Neckar. Here it has become a broad

stream, though just now, a bare mile upstream, it was forcing its

narrow course through the mountains. How quickly the river be-

came transformed, almost like Germany! Yonder the vineyards

climb the hill in terraced array. That hill to the left of the Neckar

is called the Konigstuhl; over to the right, at half-height, runs the

Philosopher's Path; again the two Germanys sound in the names.

Looking over the walls, the philosopher sees below a square
white building the University, the oldest in Germany. It has

been more than five centuries and a half since the first teachers

there held forth before their students. Since then a hundred splen-

did heads, the brows of true thinkers, have bent over their studies

and experiments in the little houses between the vineyards or the

old homes of the inner city all for the sake of wisdom. Down
there, in that narrow, crooked street, Bunsen explored the substance

of the stars, and at last found the solar spectrum. At the same time,

but a few blocks away, Helmholtz calculated the wave-lengths of
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The Philosopher in Heidelberg

sound and light, and for the first time penetrated the hitherto closed

sanctuary of the eye with his speculum.

Thoughtfully the mind of the old sage roves over the ancient

roofs. Over there, where they come close together and some still

exhibit varicolored tiles, must have been the house where Luther

met the humanists while the youthful, pale Melanchthon stood by

and worshiped the valiant monk. Here where the old one of the

domed brow sat himself, the shadow of Goethe had fallen, for here

Goethe's youthful heart had lived through its Sturm und Drang,

when, filled with love and wanderlust, he hesitated between writ-

ing and action before he left his fatherland for the first time. Here

he had sat again forty years later by the side of the exquisite Mari-

anne, rejuvenated in her presence, picking up a chestnut and

writing an immortal poem about it.

For verily, in this southern corner of Germany a few chestnuts

ripen not many and only in sheltered spots, but just enough to

fill a German with the ancient yearning for the South.

Far to the West, dose to the setting sun, one can barely make

out the shadow of four towers the old man, his eyes undimmed

by study, can even discern the two domes. That is the Cathedral of

Speyer and there, he knows, lie buried many German Emperors who,

all of them, strove southward to the chestnuts. And now comes the

moment when the setting sun illuminates the Rhine, into which the

Neckar flows. Not far away from there lies the spot where Ariovistus

answered Caesar with the speech that introduces this book. It is

almost as though German history were spreading away under the

terrace of the old castle.

But now that the philosopher turns homeward for it is grow-

ing chilly he makes out a heap of rubble over in the newer east-

ern part of town. That was a British bomber that came flying re-

cently to pay back the attack of the Germans in their week-long
battle. Once British students sat there beneath the white dome,

learning from the lips of German scholars many things they could

not find at home above all the German language with its won-

drous sound. Perhaps it was one of those students who had now come
back as an airplane pilot.

494



w
tt

W

M
w
s

z

H
Cfl

H
*
P

U





Beethoven

Where are they? the old man ponders, crushing his hat as

though he fears his thoughts can be read beneath it. He strides

toward his tiny, ancient room. Where are they now, the times of

German Humanism that flourished in this town from Luther to

Goethe and Helmholtz? Where is the glory of the German name?

Where the freedom of research? Where youth's thirst for learning?

Where are the boats with their colorful lanterns, with the merry old

student songs drifting up against the town and the hill? Over in the

Cathedral the Emperors rest from their Roman pilgrimages that

brought such fateful suffering to themselves and the Germans. Far

away rest the reformers who centuries ago were permitted to speak
what today is forbidden to their descendants. Deserted lie the labo-

ratories, for youth has marched into faraway lands to mow down
alien peoples. In the libraries stand the works of Kant, handed down

by the fathers, now unread and unloved, for he has nothing to say

to this German age. Only the Rhine has remained the self-same

stream as in Siegfried's times; and when the Germans dream, they

hear the "Lorelei."

Night has broken over the old Neckar town, over Germany. The

old man has come home he gazes before him in resignation. Now
he opens the piano and plays the last Sonata of Beethoven.

THE END
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